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-passed through some mental disease but were cured so that their dis¬ 
charge could take place a short time after the date of the experiments. 

The technic was to begin the administration of the chloroform very 
cautiously. A handkerchief drenched with chloroform was first kept 
.about three inches fom the nostrils then gradually approached. If re¬ 
flex movements or wiping off the nose with the hand followed a short 
interruption was made. The patients were not informed what was going 
to be done with them, all possible precautions were taken not to make 
them suspect anything. 

The result of the experiments was positive in four cases out of nine 
examined ones. In one of the five cases with negative result it had 
been observed that the cause of the failure was probably too light, 
superficial sleep. The precaution was then taken to give this person, 
without his knowledge, one-twelfth grain of morphine some hours be- 
-fore bed time. The chloroform narcosis was then tried again during 
sleep and this time successfully, so that actually the result was positive 
in five out of nine cases. 

The narcosi was pushed only so far that it could be ascertained that 
the subject in question was anaesthesied. Although it could have been 
done, the author did not want to reach the degree of ana;sthesia required 
for surgical operations, he pushed the narcosis so far, however, that no 
doubt could be entertained as to its ansesthizing effect, the limbs were 
perfectly relaxed, flapping the body and making noise did not awake 
them, only by strong shaking they finally awoke, but did not remember 
that they awoke during the night when asked the next morning, and 
had not the least idea that chloroform had been administered to them. 

The result of the experiments is important from a medico-legal point 
of view, as it proves the possibility of anoesthizing a person during sleep 
lor criminal purposes. ONUF. 

Triaitrin in the Treatment of Sciatica. —(Journal de Med. 
de Palis, April 21. 1895). 

Dr. Mikhalkine, of Nijni-Novogorod, has had occasion to test the 
anti-neuralgic properties of trinitrin (nitro glycerine) in three cases of 
inveterate sciatica which showed themselves absolutely rebellious to 
such remedies as antipyrine, pheuacetine, acetanilide, chloral hydrate, 
the bromides and other analogous preparations. 

Under the influence of uitro-glycerine two cases were radically cured 
of their sciatica, and in the third case marked improvement took place. 
The trinitrin was administered either in the form of a one per cent, solu¬ 
tion in alcohol, of which the patients took three drops daily, or in the 
following mixture : 

II 1% alcoholic sol. trinitrin, 5.0. 

Tr. Capsici 7.5. 

Aq. menth. 15 o. 

Dose. 5 to 10 drops, three times daily. 

MEIROWITZ. 

Acromegaly. — E. L. Bullard, M.D. ( The Med. and Surg. Reporter, 
April 27, 1895). 

After discussing the history, symptomatology, pathology, and dif¬ 
ferential diagnosis of acromegaly, the author gives the history of a 
woman affected with this disease, who presents the following character¬ 
istics : The ears, fiose, lower lip, tongue, inferior maxilla, hands, feet, 
clavicles, ribs, sternum, patellae, and pelvic bones are enlarged. There 
is prognathism to the extent of about one-half inch. The neck is short 
and thickened; the thyroid gland is enlarged and cartilaginous, the 
right side thereof being the larger of the two. There is pulsation in 
the veins of the neck ; cervico-dorsal kyphosis is marked and increas¬ 
ing. Her former weight was 127 pounds, it is now 214. Her height is 
five feet, and the length of the foot (which ordinarily bears the relation 
-to the height of one to six) is eleven inches, or one to five and a half. 
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There is impairment of sight, but the eyeballs are not as prominent as 
they were several years ago. The'eyes are surrounded by a pigmented 
areola, which varies in intensity. The mental faculties are little, il any 
impaired, but the memory is poor. Polyphagia and polydipsia are 
present. There is hyperidrosis, saccharine urine andalbumin uria have 
at times been observed, and there has been considerable oedema of the 
feet at times. The voice is masculine. MEIROWlTZ. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

Tea and its Effects. Jas. Wood, M.D. (Quarterly Jour, of Ine¬ 
briety , April, 1895.)—“Theinism,” according to this author, is a com¬ 
mon condition, for he found that since January 1, 1894, out of 1000 pa¬ 
tients applying for treatment, one hundred gave symptoms of tea ine¬ 
briation. The theine affects the nervous system primarily and the or¬ 
ganic system secondarily ; the taumic acid affects the digestive appar¬ 
atus and organs connected with it, while the essentia) oil gives the pe¬ 
culiar intoxication so typical of tea dipsomania. The length of time tea 
is infused will greatly change its composition and also its action upon 
the system. In an infusion of fifteen minutes of the finest Indian tea, 
the yield of taunin is nearly two and a half times as much as the finest 
china. In all teas the length of time of the infusion affects greatly the 
composition, with possibly an exception in the case of the better qual¬ 
ities of China tea. The essential oil is present in larger quantities in 
the first infusion than in subsequent ones and if the tea is not drunk im¬ 
mediately it is soon lost. This explains the headaches of professional 
tea-tasters, who use the infusion immediately after it is made. The 
amount of tea which can be taken with impunity differs with the indi¬ 
vidual, but usually it is found that an ounce of tea-leaves used daily 
will soon produce poisonous symptoms. This amount would contain 
about ten grains of theine. From the author’s ico cases the following 
analysis of symptoms was prepared :—Sex, sixty-nine per cent, female 
and thirty-one per cent. male. Quantity, two pints or less, fifty-four 
per cent ; four pints or less, thirty-seven per cent. ; ten pints or less, 
nine per cent. Strength, seventy-seven per cent strong, fifteen per cent, 
ordinary, eight per cent, not known. Number nervous, seventy-two per 
cent. Bowels, forty per cent, constipation, two per cent, diarrhoea, 
fifteen per cent, irregular. Pains, sixteen per cent, genual, ten percent, 
heart, nine per cent, back, six per cent, side, seven per cent, chest. Diz¬ 
ziness, twenty per cent. Faintness, eight per cent. Gastro-intestinal 
indigestion, nineteen per cent. Dreams, five per cent Depression, 
twenty per cent. Excited, five per cent. Suicide, three per cent. Head¬ 
ache, forty five per cent. Palpitation, nineteen per cent. Muscular 
tremor, twelve per cent. Insomnia, fifteen per cent. Theine which is 
the most important constituent of tea, lessens tissue metamorphosis, and 
if pushed far enough causes general arterial excitement, tremor,and a very 
urgent desire to urinate. The imaginative faculties become more acute 
or the mind may wander. It seems to affect chiefly the sensory system, 
but in larger doses may come convulsions. The amount of nitrogenous 
elements found in tea is too small to have any nutritive value. The es¬ 
sential oil is found more plentifully in the green tea and seems to be 
lost during the oxidizing process through which the leaves are put to 
produce the black variety. Green tea is also richer in theine and tau¬ 
nin. The influence which the green tea has on the nervous system and 
for which it is largely noted is due to the essential oil. The better 
class of people drink black tea, while the poorer classes, in Ireland es¬ 
pecially, use the cheaper varieties and cannot avoid the deleterous ef¬ 
fects which the better class escape. In reports just received from Ire¬ 
land great prominence is given to the immoderate use of tea as a cause 
of insanity. The difference in the sexes, regarding tie consumption of 



